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York's first Chinese-based Lions Club 
plans outreach
Apr 3, 2007
Michael Power, Staff Writer 
More from this author

(Richmond Hill) - York Region now boasts its first 
Chinese-based Lions Club and it plans to reach out to the 
area's youth and other ethnic groups.

The Ontario York Region Heritage Lions Club, which 
holds its inauguration gala May 13, is York's first Chinese, 
mixed-gender Lions Club, said Carol Chan, the club's 
second vice-president. The gala will also be honouring 
Mothers' Day.

The club has more than 30 members, she said, about half 
of them young people.

"We would also like to recruit a more multi-cultural group 
from the community," she said.

Ms Chan, along with other members of the club's board of 
directors, attended a press conference at Richmond Hill's 
Dun Huang Chinese Cuisine restaurant to announce the 
club's inauguration.

The International Association of Lions Clubs began in 
Chicago in 1917 and has more than 45,000 clubs in 200 
countries, according to the Lions Club International 
website.

"We're really proud to be here and we're hoping to team 
up with the younger generation in our community; that's 
really our mission," Ms Chan said.

The club is planning activities to attract younger 
members, membership director Tim Cheung said. The 
organization is also encouraging families to join as a 
group.

"I think it's a great opportunity to get the younger 
generation to join the community and not just live in their 
own world," Mr. Cheung said.

"We want to encourage our members to step out and 
participate, to bring them out to serve the community."

Most of the clubs in the organization's A16 district, which 
stretches across Haliburton and the Kawarthas and 
includes York Region, are in rural areas with less ethnic 
or cultural diversity than Richmond Hill, district governor 
Ray Howlett said.

"This is going to be a kind of culture shock for this district, 
which is good," Mr. Howlett said.

"What's really exciting about this club is that they really 
want to embrace the multiculturalism of this area."

The club's inauguration gala is May 13 at Dun Huang 
Chinese Cuisine at Richmond Hill's Times Square, 550 
Hwy. 7 East.

For more information on the club, visit 
www.heritagelionsclub.org

Staff Photo/Sjoerd Witteveen

Margaret Law, the president of the new York Region 
Heritage Lions Club, receives its charter from district 
governor Ray Howlett during a media conference Friday 
in Richmond Hill. "What's really exciting about this club is 
that they really want to embrace the multiculturalism of 
this area," Mr. Howlett said.
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